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The Ottawa Passenger Depot displays 
several distinctive architectural 
features, including a hipped roof, 
projecting eaves, and detailed 
brickwork. 

The Illinois and Michigan Canal was 
designated a National Heritage Corridor 
in 1984.  The following year HABS/HAER 
embarked on an extensive inventory and 
documentation project of the 100 mile- 
long corridor.  Field work for this 
project was concluded in 1988.  Final 
editing of the documentation was 
completed in 1992. 

Gray Fitzsimons, 1985. 
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This Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad depot was built in 
1913.  At this time two railroads — the Chicago Burlington & 
Quincy and the Rock Island Railroad — and an interurban railway, 
the Chicago, Ottawa, & Peoria, provided Ottawa with passenger 
service.  The Chicago Burlington & Quincy depot has a 
distinctive intersecting hipped roof with terra cotta tiles and 
finely crafted brickwork.  This structure replaced an earlier 
wood-frame passenger depot.  An adjacent wood-frame freight house 
was located on the corner of Main and Madison streets.  Both of 
these late-nineteenth-century wood structures were demolished. 
Since Ottawa is no longer served by passenger rail, the old 
Chicago Burlington & Quincy depot is now used as offices by the 
Burlington Northern Railroad. 

The depot is a one-and-one-half-story brick building 
(approximately 60* x 25') with a buff-colored, stretcher-bond 
brick walls, a cast stone water table and belt course, an 
intersecting hipped roof covered with terra cotta tile, and a 
concrete foundation.  Prominent features of the depot are 
projecting eaves with a wood tongue-and-groove soffit, an 
interior brick chimney, and one-over-one-light, wood, 
double-hung, sash windows.  The main entrances are located along 
the east and west facades, and the tracks extend along the west 
side of the building.  Brick pavers extend from the west entrance 
to the tracks. 
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